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INTERNATIONAL 
MINES RESCUE BODY
CONFERENCE 2013

For a successful IMRB 2013
IMRB 2013, the sixth biennial conference of  the International 

Mines Rescue Body hosted by the Canadian mining industry 
and Canadian mine rescue organizations was 

successfully held in Niagara Falls in early October.
Twenty nations were represented among the 

almost 240 delegates and guests who gathered to 
share vision and knowledge on mine rescue. It was 
the largest number of  countries ever represented at 
an IMRB gathering, says Alex Gryska, Ontario Mine 
Rescue director and conference co-chair.

Ontario Minster of  Labour Yasir Naqvi 
welcomed the delegates to Niagara Falls, as did 
Workplace Safety North president and chief  
executive officer Candys Ballanger-Michaud, Peter 
Bengts representing Canada’s Chief  Inspectors of  
Mines and Canadian mine rescue organizations, 
and Draeger Safety chief  executive officer Stefan 
Draeger.

Of  the 35 presentations, which began with ‘Establishing 
Command and Control’ and ended with ‘Is Your Mine Prepared 

for a Wildfire?’, 14 countries were represented. 
Topics included the use of  refuge stations, new mine rescue 

technologies, recent research, hazards encountered 
by mine rescuers, specific mine rescue emergency 
responses, mine rescue training, and best practices. 

All presentations are available for download at 
www.minerescue.org/presentations.htm.

Pre-conference events included an IMRB 
executive committee meeting at which Kazakhstan 
was accepted as the 22nd member of  the 
organization. The celebration by a happy Kazakh 
delegation nearly turned into a repeat of  the 
disappointment of  IMRB 2011. 

This year Kazakh delegates did not receive visas 
for Canada until they were at the airport leaving for 
Canada. In 2011 an earthquake prevented them from 
attending the conference in Beijing, China,

postponing the country’s acceptance as a member.
See “SUDBURY” Page 4



Clockwise from top: The IMRB executive; 
IMRB 2013 proceedings set to begin; 
Kazakhstan delgation is welcomed into the 
IMRB; co-chairs Barrie Simoneau and Alex 
Gryska hand over the IMRB flag to Wolfgang 
Roehl and Helmut Ehnes of Germany 
for IMRB 2015; the poster for the 2014 
International Mines Rescue Competition in 
Poland; and the memorial candle.
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See you at IMRB 2015 in Hanover
www.imrb2015.de

Continued from Page 1
In other business, the IMRB executive 

confirmed 2015 IMRB will be in Hanover, 
Germany (www.imrb2015.de), Sept. 6 to 
10, and accepted a proposal from Russia to 
host the 2017 conference.  

Preparation for next year’s International 
Mines Rescue Competition in Poland 
(www.imrc2014.pl) are well underway, 
though no nation stepped forward to host 
a 2016 competition. Russia will host the 
2018 competition.

Informal social and networking events 
included a winery tour, a magic show, and 
a wrap up dinner hosted by Draeger with a 
dramatic view of  the Horseshoe Falls.

Formal proceedings were followed by a 
field trip to Sudbury attended by almost 
half  the delegates. The trip included 
activities sponsored by KGHM, Glencore, 
and Vale, as well as Workplace Safety 
North and the City of  Sudbury.

All three mining companies offered 
tours of  their facilities – KGHM’s Craig 
Mine, Glencore’s Sudbury INO, and Vale’s 
Creighton Mine – as well as hosted social 
events. The four-hour drive to the Nickel 
City was punctuated with a KGHM-hosted 
boat cruise at Port Severn to see the 
autumn colours.

Delegates were welcomed to Sudbury at 
KGHM’s Canada Night, while Glencore 
hosted Glencore on the Rocks – an 
evening at Dynamic Earth, and Vale and 
Technica Mining bid them farewell 
at a Grand Feast with a traditional 
Canadian Thanksgiving dinner, including 
entertainment by First Nations dancers, a 
fiddle and step dance troupe, as well as a 
contemporary band.
Clockwise from top: During the Sudbury 
field trip IMRB delegates admired the 
Canadian wilderness during a cruise on the 
Severn River; enjoyed First Nations dancers 
during Vale’s Grand Feast, which included a 
traditional Canadian Thanksgiving dinner; 
posed with Sudbury INO mine rescuers 
outside Dynamic Earth at Glencore on the 
Rocks; and  toured KGHM, Glencore and 
Vale mines.

Sudbury trip 
concludes 
IMRB Canada


