
Skidder operator has near-miss 
in chipper danger zone

WHAT HAPPENED?

In autumn 2013, a grapple skidder operator had 
a close call during a roadside chipping operation 
when he parked in the chipper danger zone and 
exited the cab without notifying the chipper 
operator. Unaware of the presence of the skidder, 
the chipper operator swung the boom in the 
direction of the parked skidder.  As the chipper 
operator swung the boom, he noticed the skidder 
operator exiting the cab. He tried to stop the boom 
from swinging, but the pendulum motion of the 
clam struck the skidder operator on the right leg.

WHY DID IT HAPPEN?

The skidder operator left the cab of the machine within the danger zone of the chipper, and without the consent 
of the chipper operator, who is responsible for controlling the danger zone. There was a failure to confirm positive 
communication as required when working in the danger zone.

HOW COULD IT HAVE BEEN PREVENTED? 

The correct, safe work standard for working in and around a chipper needs to be followed. The danger zone, 
typically 60 metres (200 feet) for this particular make of chipper, is defined as the area around operating 
equipment, vehicles, or working personnel, where there is the potential for being struck by moving, 
equipment, vehicles or objects.

Any person approaching an operating machine or vehicle, whether in a machine or vehicle, or on foot, must 
stop and remain clear of the danger zone until the attention of the operator-driver has been obtained, by 
radio or visual contact, for example.

The chipper operator is responsible for safe operation of the chipper. No one is to approach the chipper 
without permission and awareness of the operator. No one is allowed on the chipper outside the cab while it 
is being operated, except for inspection and testing under appropriate protocol as outlined in the operator’s 
maintenance manual.

Use extreme caution while operating around chipper in loading boom area, debris removal area and around 
trucks and vans.

  

1.888.730.7821 (Ontario)     workplacesafetynorth.ca            WSN_News         

PLEASE POST


