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SOP-UM-056 
 
 
SUBJECT:    Pedestrian Travel Underground / Mobile Equipment Travel           /Disabled 
vehicle in Ramp          
 
ADMINISTERED BY: U/G Supervisors              NUMBER OF PAGES: 4 
 
DATE: January 12 2015 

 
Objective ~ to provide a specific, clear guideline for both the operator and the pedestrian & to 
safely operate mobile equipment underground as per section 105, 106 and 107 of the 
regulations for mines and mining plants. 
NOTE: NEVER OPERATE EQUIPMENT OR PROCEED INTO AN AREA UNLESS YOU HAVE BEEN PROPERLY 

TRAINED AND YOU ARE AUTHORIZED BY YOUR SUPERVISOR. 
Pedestrian Travel Underground 
 
1. When walking on the ramp, along crosscuts, drifts or through work areas, Cap lamps are to 

be attached to your hard hat with the light on at all times. 
 
2. Always assume the driver of the unit has not seen you and act accordingly. 
 
3. Upon encountering approaching mobile equipment, a pedestrian must make every effort to 

take refuge in the nearest safe location. The operator of the equipment must stop if 
pedestrian is unable to reach safety or if the pedestrian must pass the unit. Anyone 
approaching a unit that is operating must signal the operator and wait for a response from 
the operator before proceeding to the unit. 

 
4. Equipment traveling in ramps and drifts will sound their horn during their approach to 

pedestrians.  
 
5. In any heading or work area where electrical units are in use, pedestrians must never step on 

or over the electric cable when the unit is in use. 
 
6. Never stand at the side of the unit when it is in operation. Ensure you are in a safe location at 

all times. 
 
7. Always keep 30 feet (10) meters distance behind the unit and be in clear view of the Operator 

at all times. 
 
8. No pedestrians(s) shall stand at the face of a heading while any scooptram is back mucking.  
  
9. Never walk behind a machine that is being driven or towed on a ramp or incline.  
 

 
10.  All people working underground must have retro-reflective on their outer clothing,  

Hard hats must also have reflective tape and a halo for greater visibility. 
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11. When entering a level where heavy equipment is operating, pedestrians must communicate 

with the operator and notify them of their presence.  
 

12. Personnel working in muck filled draw points and remucks, will be required to install a flashing 
Blue light at the entrance to the draw point. This will alert equipment operators that there is 
personnel working in that area. 
 

Operator Guidelines 
 
1. When approaching pedestrians on the ramp or in work areas, always sound the unit horn. 
 

No equipment is allowed to be driven past a pedestrian that is not in a safe location. The 
operator will stop the unit and allow the pedestrian to pass by the unit to reach a safe location. 
The operator must signal to the pedestrian(s) that it is safe to walk past the unit. Once the 
pedestrian has passed the unit or reached a safe location, they must communicate to the 
operator (either verbally or signal) that they are clear and that it is safe for the unit to proceed.  
 

2. ALWAYS SOUND HORN BEFORE MOVING ANY EQUIPMENT. TWICE BEFORE 
BACKING UP, ONCE BEFORE MOVING FORWARD.  
 

3. Heavy equipment travelling in the ramp must call to identify their location. They must use a 
references such as sump number 1, or remuck number 3. Frequent communication is 
important, however the conversation must be kept brief to avoid tying up the radio 
communication.  

 
4. Before entering a working heading, walk in to confirm that the area is clear and that there is 

no one on the level. Before any mucking or back scraping is carried out, the operator must 
ensure that washing, scaling or examining the face has been completed, 

 
Mobile Equipment Ramp Travel Procedure 
 
Reference to the O.H.S.A and the Regulations Reg.854 S.105 ss6, S.106 ss.1, ss.4 
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Before Entering the Portal 
 

 Before vehicles from surface enter the portal,  operators must stop their vehicles 
to the right of the main road on the flat area located out front of the portal 
maintenance shop (see photo below) Before proceeding down the ramp operators 
entering the portal must radio on channel #3 and ask if anyone is coming from 
remuck 3, 2 or 1. If no response then operator must announce on the radio 
channel #3 that they are entering the portal. Vehicles already in the ramp that are 
travelling up from either remuck 3, 2 or 1 will have priority over vehicles entering 
the ramp. 

 
 
 

1. Vehicles entering or exiting the portal must be in 1st gear. 
 

2. The minimum allowable following distance on the ramp shall be 30 meters (100 feet). 
 

3. Select the proper gear and ensure all brakes, directional levers, lights and horn are 
tested before traveling on a ramp. 

 
4. All equipment in motion must have their lights on in the direction of travel.  

 

Stop Vehicle Here. 
Perform Brake Test. 
Radio on channel #3 
asking if anyone is 
coming from Remuck, 
3, 2 or 1 before 
proceeding. 
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5. When approaching corners and intersections, vehicles traveling in the ramp must 
announce their location on the radio.   

 
6. All pickup trucks must travel in 4 low, and maintain a safe operating speed while 

traveling underground. Traveling in 4 high at faster speeds increases the risk of an 
incident, increases damage to the equipment and is not acceptable.  

7. Toyotas and other service vehicles are locked out in 2nd gear and must be driven in 
accordance with road conditions.  
 

8. Underground mobile equipment, are equipped with operational seat belts and must be 
used by drivers and passengers of any mobile equipment. Speed of travel is an 
important factor and must always be considered. Seat belts are to be maintained in good 
order. 

 
9. Haulage trucks must have rear red running light on at all times.  All mobile equipment 

require a backup alarm. 
 

10. The horn must be sounded prior to moving any vehicle. The horn must be sounded at 
intersections, around shops, storage areas, fuel bays, blind corners and when 
approaching refuge stations.  

 
11. No heavy equipment is allowed to drive past a pedestrian. The vehicle must stop and 

allow the person to walk past and clear of the vehicle 30 feet (10) meters distance. 
 

12. Except for vehicles transporting explosives, haulage vehicles shall have the right of way. 
 

13. If a larger piece of equipment must pull off the ramp to make room for another piece of 
equipment, then:  1) Haulage trucks will back up either onto the level or into the remuck, 
2) Scoops will drive bucket first onto the level or into a remuck. The operator will verify 
the level or remuck is clear before entering. This will limit the amount of times larger 
vehicles back up onto the ramp system. 
 

14. When smaller equipment is turning onto a level to clear the ramp for other traffic,  it must 
sufficiently travel onto the level leaving enough room for the R2900 Scoop to safely pull 
in behind in case the vehicle in the ramp needs to access that level as well. 
COMMUNICATIO N IS IMPORTANT. 

 
15. Proper gear must be selected when traveling on a down ramp. 

 
a) Haulage Trucks and Scoops traveling down ramp loaded must travel in 1st gear. 
b) Haulage Trucks and Scoops traveling down ramp empty can travel in 2 nd gear. 
c) Boom Trucks (due to low gearing may travel down ramp loaded in 2 nd gear. 

 
16. When traveling in an area where restricted visibility causes risk to persons or equipment, 

then travel in first gear only. 
17. When operating a scooptram on ramps or levels, the bucket may face in either direction.  

This will be at the discretion of the operator, with the intention of allowing the operator to 
obtain maximum visibility while travelling in the ramp.  The bucket must be in the travel 
position (rolled back and as low as possible).  
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18. Other than for special task such as the installation of services such as electrical cable 
units equipped with man baskets are not to be moved with men in the basket or with the 
basket in the raised position. When installing services the unit is to be moved, using low 
gear only. 

 
19. All underground vehicles are to have reflective tape adhered to on all sides. 

 
20. When two pieces of heavy equipment travelling in opposite directions meet in the ramp, 

the vehicle going down ramp will reverse up ramp to a point where the two vehicles may 
pass each other. A vehicle in the ramp system will have priority over one entering the 
system.  
 

21. When it is necessary for a haulage truck to enter a remuck to get off the ramp to allow 
for vehicles to pass, no other vehicles are permitted to park in front of the haulage truck 
while the truck is parked in the remuck. 
 

22. Toyotas are not to pass each other in the main ramp unless at a level access or remuck 
/ diamond drill bay. 

 
23. Procedures for a runaway unit are:  

 
a) Apply the foot brake, if they do not function 
b) Apply the emergency brake, if the unit does not stop 
c) Drop the bucket to the ground 
d) Turn the unit into the wall. 

 
24. If it is necessary to park a piece of mobile equipment in the ramp the unit is to be turned 

into the wall, brakes applied and wheel chocks installed.  
 

25. If a vehicle becomes disabled in the ramp, it should be turned into the wall (if possible) 
brakes applied and wheel chocks installed. As well, the ramp is to be roped off at the 
level access immediately above and below the unit with a flashing light and a sign 
indicating “DISABLED VEHICLE IN RAMP”.  

 
26. Whenever a crew is required to work in the ramp they must guard the area at the level 

access immediately above and below the unit by installing a flashing light and hanging a 
sign indicating “CREW WORKING AHEAD”. 

 
 
     Department head: ____________________ H&S Rep: ____________________________ 
  
General Mine Foreman: __________________Safety Department:_______________________ 
 


