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Our mission and vision
We believe
Illnesses and injuries can and must be prevented. Belief in prevention
drives action and commitment to change.
Our mission
We are a force for positive action – anticipating and responding to
the greatest needs of our clients, and bringing together our partners,
members, and diverse communities to build safer, healthier, stronger
workplaces.
Our vision
Every worker home safe and healthy.
We will accomplish our mission by being…
Experts:
Mobilizing our know-how in the management of high-risk hazards.
Knowledge Brokers:
Acquiring and creating knowledge unique to our industries, and
optimizing information exchange.
Change Agents:
Facilitating organizational improvement through auditing, consulting
and training.
Champions:
Advocating workplace health and safety in Northern Ontario
communities.

www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/minerescue
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Southern District

This event would not be possible without the concerted efforts of the
Mine Rescue Staff, 2013 Provincial Committee, host companies and all
others devoted to the preparation and delivery of this event.
Special thanks to all judges, drivers, patients, helpers, competition
teams and organizers involved in the preparation and participation in
this year’s provincial competition.
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CGC: Only gypsum mine in Ontario

C

GC Inc. is a leading marketer, manufacturer and distributor of gypsum
wallboard products, interior finishing materials and suspended acoustical
ceilings in Canada. CGC, first known as Canadian Gypsum Company, began in Nova
Scotia in 1907, quarrying and exporting gypsum rock to the United States.
Today, after decades of product development and market expansion, CGC is a key
player in Canada’s building materials industry, supplying innovative wall and ceiling
products to the residential, commercial and institutional sectors. The company also
supplies materials
for industrial uses.
These include
plasters and
cements for art and
casting markets,
gypsum fillers for
the chemical and
plastics industry,
agricultural
gypsum, and
mineral fibre
products for
industrial
insulation. CGC
CGC’s Hagersville Mine operates three
mines, five plants and several distribution and customer service centres across the
country. CGC benefits from global affiliations and state-of-the-art research and
development facilities through its parent company USG Corporation, which has
manufacturing, sales and distribution facilities in several international markets.
CGC’s Hagarsville Mine is approximately six km north of Hagersville, in Haldimand
County. The plant consists of two manufacturing wallboard lines, a joint treatment
plant, distribution centre and a mine, and employs approximately 270 employees.
The mine, operational since 1931, is the only gypsum mine in Ontario. The gypsum
seam is relatively flat, lying at an average depth of 100 feet below the surface. The
method of mining is room and pillar on a single level and operates a conventional
drill and blast low-seam operation. The mine operates on a 12-hour day shift, five to
six days per week. Currently the mine is configured to extract between 250,000 and
500,000 tons per year and has more than 10 million tons of proven gypsum reserves.
CGC Hagersville prides itself on a Safety First culture. The mine is building on five
years without a lost-time injury and most recently received the WSN 2011 Award
of Excellence for lowest total medical injury frequency in underground mines with
fewer than 250 employees. The “Safety before Rock” is the kind of thinking that
contributes to employees having safe and productive careers at CGC.

www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/minerescue

Canadian Salt: Focus on community

S

ituated in the City of Windsor, The Canadian Salt Company Ltd.’s Ojibway Salt
Mine operates a conventional room and pillar system in combination with the
drill and blast method to produce about 10,400 tons of salt each day. For more than
50 years, the salt mine has been focused on safety and fostering a strong community
connection with the residents of Windsor and the surrounding area.
The Ojibway Salt Mine has had the privilege to operate in the beautiful city of
Windsor since production began in 1955. It is rare that a mine is located in a city,
especially one with over 200,000 residents such as Windsor and an additional
five million people in the surrounding region. As residents themselves, our more
than 215 employees make an effort to be involved in the community, whether it
is hosting an Open House to expose the community to the work being done here
to being involved
in community
fundraisers; we make
a point of contributing
to the area we called
“home”.
Our Ojibway
community can
also count on our
Mine Rescue trained
employees at any
time. Ojibway has had
Mine Rescue trained
employees since 1979.
Canadian Salt’s Ojibway Mine
In the unlikely event
there ever is a serious incident at the mine, we are prepared with approximately
30 Mine Rescue employees that are trained and practice in emergency procedures.
It is important to the Ojibway Salt Mine to have trained Mine Rescue personnel
to effectively deal with any situation. Ojibway has been actively competing in the
Mine Rescue competitions since the 1980s in order to test our skills with the other
mines in the area. The Ojibway Mine takes pride in the Mine Rescue team.
Part of being a good member of our community is to make the best effort possible
to promote safety within our Ojibway Salt Mine and as well as our other operations
across Canada and in the United States and abroad through our parent companies,
Morton Salt and K+S Aktiengesellschaft. This is exemplified by the fact that we
have one of the lowest safety frequencies in our industry and are striving to achieve
zero by 2015. We take pride in our safety record and are constantly striving for the
elimination of incidents. That is why to us, “Nothing is more important than health
and safety … .not production, not sales, not profit” (Christian Herrmann, Morton
Salt, CEO).
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Sifto: Largest salt mine in world

S

am Platt, the owner of a flour mill in Goderich, set out in 1866 to drill for oil but
at about 1,000 feet hit salt, the first recorded salt bed in North America, and
as word of the discovery spread, started a salt rush. A year later, 12 independent
salt wells dotted the area producing a dazzling white salt that outclassed the more
famous English salt by winning first prize at the 1867 Paris Exhibition.
For the next 90 years, salt in the Goderich area was produced using an evaporation
process, until Sifto – a wholly owned subsidiary of Domtar Ltd., started to develop a
mine shaft in 1957. Engineers finished the shaft two years later so miners could descend
almost 550 meters to crush rock salt for winter roads and water softeners. A second
shaft became operational in 1968 and a third shaft was added in 1983.

Sifto Canada’s Goderich mine

The Goderich
mine, 1,800 feet
underground
and extending
out under Lake
Huron, uses a drilland-blast mining
technique to extract
salt in rectangular
“room” sections,
leaving behind vast
“pillars” of salt to
support the mine
structure.

It starts by cutting into the rock salt face using specialized equipment. Holes are drilled
into the face and explosives used to break the salt into small pieces. Diesel-powered
front-end loaders and trucks load and haul the salt to a crusher where it is reduced in
size, loaded onto a conveyor belt and transported to a mill. At the mill the salt is crushed
further and screened to the required sizes before being hoisted to the surface.
The Goderich mine, the largest salt mine in the world, produces 7,250,000 tons of
salt annually. Its production is supplemented by a mechanical evaporation plant in
Goderich, as well as Sifto Canada evaporation plants in Saskatchewan and Nova Scotia.
Sifto is now a part of Compass Minerals, a leading supplier of highway deicing
products and provider of high-quality food salt, water care products, packaged
deicing, minerals for animal nutrition, and other salt and mineral products to
consumers and industry throughout North America and the United Kingdom.

www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/minerescue
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Since its creation in 1929, Ontario Mine Rescue
has established a reputation for high standards
in training, equipment and emergency response,
as well as in the development of safe, effective
mine rescue practices. We have served as a role
model for the establishment of training and safety
programs for mine rescue organizations in other
provinces and countries.

workplacesafetynorth.ca/minerescue
Workplace Safety North - Ontario Provincial Mine Rescue Competition 2013

Competing Teams

Southern District:
Canadian Gypsum Company
Red Lake District:
Goldcorp Canada Ltd.,
Musselwhite Mine
Thunder Bay/Algoma District:
Wesdome Gold Mine Ltd.
Kirkland Lake District:
Kirkland Lake Gold Inc.
Timmins District:
Glencore Xstrata Copper,
Kidd Operations
Sudbury District:
Vale, West Mines
Onaping District:
Glencore Xstrata Nickel

www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/minerescue

Team 1: Southern District - Canadian Gypsum Company
From Left: Cory Edmonds, Brandon King, Paul Hunt, Dan Rulli, Shawn Hunt, Blair Walker,
Scott DeGraff

Team 2: Red Lake District - Goldcorp Canada Ltd., Musselwhite Mine
Back row: Dave Towle - coach, Steph Baker - First aid coach, John Maydo - Assistant
Coach, Matt Rasetta, JP Lepage, Leo Levac - Briefing Officer, Chris Horde
Front Row: Rick Ladouceur - Safety super,Joe Connolly, Andrew Legree, Brad Towle,
Bernie Haley - Captain
Workplace Safety North - Ontario Provincial Mine Rescue Competition 2013

Team 3: Thunder Bay/Algoma District – Wesdome Gold Mine Ltd.
Back row: Gilbert Wahl - Team Trainer/Coordinator, Mike Krell - Captain, Mark O’Connor - Briefing
Officer, Manny Girard, Noel Lindell, Keith Armstrong - Trainer
Front row: Neil Farrington, James Greer, Mike Bizier, Marvin Spencer

Team 4: Kirkland Lake District - Kirkland Lake Gold Inc.
Back row: Gregg Evans, Nick Perrier, Hugh Rodgers, Hubert Gour
Front row: Cliff McGill - Briefing Officer, Jonathan Gosselin, Pierre Belanger - Captain , Lino
Therien - Vice-captain, Jason Dicaire
www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/minerescue

Team 5: Timmins District – Glencore Xstrata Copper, Kidd Operations
Back row: Randy Watt - Safety & Mine Rescue Coordinator, Marc Villars, Shawn Rideout Briefing Officer & Technician, Stewart Labine, Jason Leger - Captain
Front row: Guy Champagne, Ted Hanley, Danny Morin

Team 6: Sudbury District – Vale, West Mines
Back row: Lorne Beleskey - Capt., Gorden Sullivan, Jason Amyott - Vice-captain, Derrick
Parsons - Technician
Front row: Ron O’Bumsawin, Cory Thomas - Briefing Officer, Mark Jutras, Darren Toner,
Shawn St. Louis
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Team 7: Onaping District – Glencore Xstrata Nickel
Back row: Keith Allen - Briefing Officer, Richard Roy, Yan Sirard, Gord Horseman - Captain,
Dave Griffiths - Technician, Paul Leclair
Front row: Matt Lawrence, Yvan Tymchuk - Vice-captain, Andre Lefebvre

Competing Technicians
Southern District
–
			

Drew Dalgliesh,
Compass Minerals, Sifto Canada Corp.

Red Lake District
–
			

Dan Rodrigue,
Goldcorp Canada, Musselwhite Mine

TB/Algoma District
–
			

Denis Bilodeau,
Barrick, Hemlo Operations

Kirkland Lake District
–
			

Jesse Vaillancourt,
AuRico Gold Inc.

Timmins District
–
			

David Payne,
Goldcorp Canada, Porcupine Gold Mine

sUDBURY District
–
			

Derrick Parsons,
Vale, West Mines

Onaping District
–
			

Dave Griffiths,
Glencore Xstrata Nickel

www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/minerescue

Workplace Safety North
Mine Rescue Staff
WSN’s mine rescue staff train and prepare our more than 850 active
volunteers who work at our Ontario underground mines to react to fire
and non-fire emergencies. In addition they are responsible for executing
district and provincial mine rescue competitions including the 2013
banquet and awards presentation.
Candys Ballanger-Michaud
Paul Andre

President & CEO
Vice President, Prevention Services

Alex Gryska
Charlie Burton
Isabella Caron

Director of Mine Rescue
Mine Rescue Supervisor
Administrative Assistant

Mine Rescue Officers/Consultants
Walter (Wally) Adler		
Wayne Baker		
Emanuel (Manny) Cabral		
Duane Croswell		
Tim Ebbinghaus		
Pat Gauthier		
John Hagan		
Bruce Hall		
Shawn Kirwan, Emergency Services Specialist
Grant Saunders		
Danny Taillefer		
Tim Taylor		

Sudbury
Kirkland Lake
Timmins
Thunder Bay
Thunder Bay
Algoma
Onaping
Sudbury
Sudbury
Red Lake
Timmins
Delaware

2013 Competition Judges
Mine Rescue Staff
John Vergunst
Bob Bertrand
Joe Wojtus
Mike Gillis
John Chenier
Shawn Deforge
Jim Nault
Ken Sitter
Braden Sitter

Dale Gagne
Mark Charron
Lorne Plouffe
Tom Hopkins
Peter Kohnert
Jason Landry
Carl Uusivirta
George Mondoux
Markus Uchtenhagen
Dan Demers

Remi Desbiens
Shaun Carter
Rick Reid
Matt Stefanic
Pierre Girard
Tim Chevalier
Matt Weber
Jack Charbonneau
Al Gernon
Mary Ann Tortola

* Judges listed were confirmed at time of printing
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Special thanks to our sponsors
Platinum Sponsor

www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/minerescue

Silver Sponsors

Ontario’s
mine rescue
teams go
above and
beyond the
call of duty

Maintaining a high
standard of mine rescue
capabilities is essential
to our industry. Technica
Mining salutes all of
Ontario’s mine rescue
teams for their hard work,
professionalism and
dedication. Every day, we
know you are there to back
us up. Thank you.
Good luck to all teams
competing in the 2013
Provincial Mine Rescue
Competition in Sudbury,
Ontario.

www.technicagroup.com

DELTAIR S.C.B.A.
MEETS NEW 2013 NFPA
BEST WARRANTY
LOWEST COST OF OWNERSHIP
OF ANY SCBA
15 YR PNEUMATICS WARRANTY
10 YR ELECTRONICS WARRANTY

Distributor for
MOBILE VENTILATION UNIT
MVU-125
123,000 CFM
Truck – Trailer
or Skid mount
100hp diesel engine

ELECTRONIC FLARE
FLASH OR STEADY ON
5 COLOURS AVAILABLE
NO SPARKS
NO FLAMES
NO TOXIC GASES
BATTERY OPERATED

PERSONAL INDICATOR
BATTERY OPERATED
MSHA APPROVED

EXTRICATION TOOLS
BATTERY OPERATED
CUTS THROUGH BORON STEEL
WITH EASE

Phone (800) 265-0182
Fax (905) 272-1866
info@cdnsafety.com www.cdnsafety.com
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www.IMRB2013.ca

Sharing Vision

Sharing Knowledge

INTERNATIONAL
MINES RESCUE BODY

CONFERENCE 2013

Sudbury Field Trip

October 5 - 10th

October 10 - 13th

Sheraton on the Falls
Holiday Inn
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada
Sudbury, Ontario, Canada
www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/minerescue

Long-Term Volunteer Recognition
30 Years Service
Jim Nault started his mining career at Kidd Creek Mine in
1973, but did not join Ontario Mine Rescue as a volunteer until
completing his Basic and Standard training in 1983. Nault has been
a fixture in mine rescue since. He completed Advanced training in
1985, Supervisory in 1990, Management in 1995, and Technician in
1992. Nault won three consecutive district competitions 2005-07 as
technician, and was edged out twice by two points in the following
provincial competitions.
He has volunteered at district and provincial competitions for 25
years, and served as backup to the Timmins District Mine Rescue
Officers for the past 20 years. Nault’s dedication to mine rescue earned him several
awards, including the Gabe Laroche Timmins Mine Rescue Award.
Equally committed to his community, Nault is a 10-year member of the South Porcupine
Volunteer Fire Department, and a 30+ year member of the Lions Club, receiving a
number of awards for his work. Nault, who turns 60 this summer, plans to retire in
August from Kidd, and spend time with his wife, seven children and nine grandchildren.
“I have enjoyed working in the mining industry for the past 40 years and have made
many good friends,” says Nault, who is thankful to have worked with the Timmins Mine
Rescue Officers and volunteers. “To all the Mine Rescue Men in the Porcupine/Kirkland
Lake camps it was a pleasure to work with and compete against some of you.”

Jim Davis was born into Ontario Mine Rescue. His father Don helped fight the
McIntyre Fire in 1965, and won two district championships. “I always looked up to him
and wanted to help others during emergencies just like he did.” So Davis joined Ontario
Mine Rescue in 1983.
Davis competed from 1984 to 1991, and again in 1996, winning Timmins District Rookie
of the Year honours, two district championships as vice-captain and four as captain. He
was the first winner of the Provincial Technician Award in 1986.
Davis stepped away from competing because “in my last district competition as captain
they hit me over the head when I came through a culvert so I took the hint and stopped
competing on the floor.” From 2007 to 2012, Davis coached the Kidd mine rescue team
to three district championships.
In 2012, following his retirement from Kidd after 37 years, Davis worked in Brazil,
helping to set up a mine rescue program. And this year, he coached the Dumas Mining
Contracting mine rescue team, the first-ever contractor team in competition.
Married for more than 35 years, Davis and his wife Cathy have two children and two
grandchildren. They named their youngest Don, after Jim’s father and “because of my
everlasting love for mine rescue I gave my first-born child Jennifer back to the program
- she is now the wife to the captain of Kidd Creek Mine Rescue Team.”

Workplace Safety North - Ontario Provincial Mine Rescue Competition 2013

40 Years Service
Gilbert Wahl began his mining career at Algoma Ore Division
in Wawa in 1971, where he was introduced to mine rescue. After
watching the 1972 Mine Rescue Competition Wahl was hooked and
took his Mine Rescue Basic and Standard Training in 1973. He has
been in Ontario Mine Rescue ever since.
Wahl participated in his first competition in 1974, and competed
annually for years. He was thrilled to be on the winning district team
several times and on provincial winning teams in 1975 and 1978.
Wahl left Algoma Ore to work in other area mines but remained
active in mine rescue. “I thoroughly enjoyed the experience of
being on many different teams and also assisting teams at other mines.”
Wahl now works at Wesdome Gold Mines Ltd., Eagle River Mine, where he has been
employed for more than 17 years, as shift supervisor, general foreman, mine captain,
and currently Director of Safety and Security.
With his years of competition experience, Wahl enjoys training Wesdome’s mine rescue
team and coordinating mine rescue requirements for the mine. He regularly serves as
a judge as the provincial competition, and as a representative for Thunder Bay/Algoma
District on the mine rescue Technical Advisory Committee.
“I thoroughly enjoy this committee and I think it is a major factor in the future of mine
rescue in Ontario,” says Wahl. “I am proud to be a member of such a distinguished
organization, mine rescue has always been, and always will be, my passion.”

30 Years Service
Doug Osborne started at The Canadian Salt Company Ltd. - Ojibway
Mine in 1976, and joined the mine rescue team in 1982, receiving
his Basic and Standard certificates. From 1984 until 2012, Osborne
participated in both provincial and district mine rescue competitions,
as a competitor in 1984, a briefing officer from 1985 to 1996, and
then in various volunteer capacities. During his competition years,
Canadian Salt won numerous district competitions and placed
second in 1985 at the provincial competition.
During his career at Canadian Salt, Osborne served as briefing officer
or captain of mine rescue teams during active underground fires.
He also assisted other mines during emergency situations by providing consultation,
mine rescue personnel and/or equipment to support them. Osborne served on Ontario
Mine Rescue’s Technical Advisory Committee from 2002 to 2012.
At Canadian Salt, Osborne was promoted to Safety Co-ordinator in 1987 and to Manager
of Safety in 2008, playing an active role in the growth, experience and training of the
operation’s mine rescue program until his retirement this January. Osborne now enjoys
retirement with his wife Melissa who together have four children, Nicki, the late Derek
(2009), Jason and Ryley.
His experience at Canadian Salt and mine rescue has given Osborne “amazing
memories”. “So many amazing people including mine rescue officers, vendors,
competitors, senior mine rescue officers and the list goes on and on.”
www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/minerescue

Awards Banquet Itinerary
Social Hour: 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Welcome by:
Candys Ballanger-Michaud
President and CEO
Workplace Safety North
Introduction of Master of Ceremonies
Mary Ann Tortola
Manager of Health and Safety
Canadian Salt Company Ltd., Ojibway Mine
Piping in of District Champions
Dinner 7:15 – 9:30 p.m.
Words by Guest Speakers
Honourable Steve Mahoney
President and CEO
Radiation Safety Institute of Canada
Alex Gryska, Director, Mine Rescue
Workplace Safety North
Tribute to the Teams:
Michael Resetar
Director of Health,Safety and Security
Morton Salt
Tribute to the Spouses:
David Church, Facility Manager
Canadian Salt Company Ltd., Ojibway Mine
Awards Presentation
30 & 40 year Volunteer Awards
Team Firefighting
Team First Aid
Team Special Equipment
Equipment Technician (3rd, 2nd, 1st)
Overall Competition Winners (2nd, 1st)
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Workplace Safety North
P.O. Box 2050, Stn. Main North Bay, Ontario, Canada P1B 9P1
Toll free: 1-888-730-7821 (Ontario) Fax: (705) 472-5800
workplacesafetynorth.ca
Ontario Mine Rescue
760 Notre Dame Avenue, Unit M Notre Dame Square Sudbury, Ontario P3A 2T4
Tel: (705) 670-5707 Fax: (705) 670-5708
workplacesafetynorth.ca/minerescue
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