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WHAT HAPPENED?

A machine tender was found pinned in the ingoing nip point of a 
press. He died from massive crush injuries.. 

WHY DID IT HAPPEN?

There was no witness to this accident. At the time of the 
accident the paper machine was about to start up following a 
paper break. The presses were still running and the paper was 
being prepared for startup. Guardrails were in place around 
the paper machine. It is unclear how the victim fell into the nip 
point of the press. He may have been reaching into or over top 
of one of the guardrails.

HOW COULD IT HAVE BEEN PREVENTED?

•	 Provide	written	safe	work	procedures	to	each	worker	and	do	
not rely exclusively on the “buddy system” to train workers.

•	 Review	job	safety	breakdown	for	each	worker	on	a	regular	
basis and update any deficiencies.

•	 Reinforce	guardrail	safety	requirements	and	monitor	to	ensure	
that	all	workers	follow	these	requirements.

This information is part of an archival collection from Workers’ 
Compensation Board of British Columbia dating from 1969 up 
to the present time. At the time this information was originally 
produced,	it	reflected	the	current	WCB	requirements.	In	all	
cases,	today’s	health	and	safety	regulation	and	requirements	
must be applied to the situation shown.

Work safely around guardrails – 
never reach through or over top
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About WSN: Workplace Safety North believes illnesses and injuries can and must be prevented. An independent not-for-profit 
health and safety organization, WSN is a leading provider of health and safety training, consulting and information to Ontario 
mining, forestry, paper, printing and converting sectors. WSN was formed by the 2010 amalgamation of three key safety 
associations: Mines and Aggregates Safety and Health Association (MASHA), Ontario Forestry Safe Workplace Association 
(OFSWA),	and	the	Pulp	and	Paper	Health	and	Safety	Association	(PPHSA).


