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About Workplace Safety North

• Workplace Safety North (WSN) is one of four sector-based 
health and safety associations in Ontario, and the only 
headquartered in the north.

• WSN provides province-wide, government-approved 
workplace health and safety services for mining and forest 
products sectors, as well as for businesses and communities 
across northern Ontario.

• With health and safety specialists located across the province, 
WSN and its legacy organizations have been helping make 
Ontario workplaces safer for more than 100 years.

• For more information, visit workplacesafetynorth.ca.
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Agenda

1. Background 
2. Review of Signing Authority Guidelines and Audit
3. Support Location(s)

I. Workplace Safety North Health and Safety Specialists
4. Sector-specific Support

I. Forestry
II. Mining

5. Case Studies 2022
6. What does an inspector look for during a visit
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Historical context
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Previous background
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Mandatory Skills Training 
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What forestry operations are considered to be surface mine
operations?

Surface mine operations as they apply to forestry include the activities that are required to 
operate the surface mine. These would include pit preparation, maintenance, rehabilitation or 
excavation and material-handling operations directly connected to the operation and conducted 
on the pit site. 

Who may conduct the common core classroom training 
associated with the forestry Surface Miner program? 

As of March 1, 2003, the MHEO common core training material has been revised.

Only our certified trainers may provide the MHEO common core classroom training as it relates to 
the forestry Surface Miner common core program. Employers should make arrangements
immediately to register their workers in the Surface Miner certification program through the 
MTCU office in their area.



Surface Miner Common Core and Common Core for 
Generic First Line Supervisor – Worker Transcripts
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Achievement Certificate

Certificate of 
Qualification



Signing Authority – What do they need to do?
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The company signing authority shall perform an annual audit to 
evaluate the effectiveness and compliance with respect to the 
Ministry Signing Authority Guidelines. 



What does an Audit include according to the Signing 
Authority Audit Guidelines?

The audit will include: 
• Annually auditing trainers/instructors to determine their 
effectiveness and compliance with standards for safety, 
quality and performance; 
• Evaluating the quality of lesson plans; 
• Observing the trainers’/instructors’ teaching techniques for 
the four (4) basic criteria: 

1. Learning 
2. Behaviour
3. Delivery 
4. Evaluation 

• Auditing trainee performance, including “hands on” 
approach
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Find your local Health and Safety Specialist
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MTCU Office link 

https://www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/consulting/find-your-specialist


Case studies 2022

Sector-specific support:
• Critical injury (Surface Miner)

– Support with Signing Authority process, Train the Trainer, 
Implementation of Program (Firm size >50)

• Starting of Signing Authority process (Mechanized Harvesting)
– Firm Size <5

• Change of Signing Authority (Surface Miner)
– Firm Size >500 - The employer is required to maintain a signing 

authority in their operation 

• Support of Licensee (Forestry)
– Multiple Firms Size >5
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Training programs –Cutter Skidder, Mechanical Harvesting Equipment, 
Forestry Pit and Road Construction Equipment
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https://www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/training/mandatory-skills-training/forestry-common-core


Training programs
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https://www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/training/mandatory-skills-training/mining-common-core-first-line-supervisors


What does an inspector look for during a visit?
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Patrick Vaillancourt, WSN Health and Safety Specialist 

Previous background:

• 17 years as a Ministry of Labour Inspector
• 20 years underground as a Hard Rock Miner and Mine 

Maintenance Technician 



What does an inspector look for during a visit?
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• Section 11(1) of Regulation 854 for Mines and Mining Plants 
states:
– Employers in the following types of mines and mining plants 

shall establish and maintain the following training programs:
• Several types of mining activities are covered under this 

section including mining both on surface and 
underground and related plants and processes.

• The former M.T.C.U / M.A.E.S.D. , now amalgamated into 
the former Ministry of Labour is now called M.L.I.T.S.D. 



What does an inspector look for during a visit?
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• The Ministry requires all registered Signing Authorities to 
perform an annual audit.

• This audit evaluates the program, the training needs, and the 
trainers among other points.

• The Signing Authority Audit Guidelines are available at the 
Ontario.ca website.



Thank you
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Thank you for helping make your workplace safer. 

Scott Needs CRSP, CHSMSA, GSC
CMHA Certified Psychological Health and Safety Advisor
Workplace Safety North
scottneeds@workplacesafetynorth.ca
705-542-4857

Patrick Vaillancourt
Health and Safety Specialist
PatrickVaillancourt@workplacesafetynorth.ca
705-266-4931

mailto:scottneeds@workplacesafetynorth.ca
mailto:PatrickVaillancourt@workplacesafetynorth.ca


Resources

Find Your Specialist | Workplace Safety North
Mandatory Skills Training | Workplace Safety North
Course Catalogue | Workplace Safety North
Events | Workplace Safety North
Signing Authority Guidelines
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https://www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/consulting/find-your-specialist
https://www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/mandatory-skills-training
https://www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/training/all-courses
https://www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/events
https://www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/sites/default/files/Guidelines_Underground_DD_Common_Core_program_770150.pdf
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